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BRIEF NOTES CONTAINING SALIENT FEATURES OF THE 
WORK DONE AT THE CURZON MUSEUM OF AROHAEO. 
LOGY, MATHURA, FROM THE YEAR ENDING MARCH31. 
1942 TO MARCH 31, 1947. | 


Year 1941-49 
- 1. Committee of Management—The term of the lash Managing 
Committee of the Curzon Museum of Archaeology having expired, it 
was reconstituted for a farther period of three years with effect from 
April 1, T941, with no changes in the personnel of the Committee, 


Only one meeting of the Committce wag held during the year, 


2. Administration—The office of the Chairman was held by 
Mr. R, Johnston, 1, ¢, 8,, Collector, Mathura, and that of the Secretary 
by Mr. M. M. Nagar, M, a,, throughout the year except from September 
12 to 26, 1941, when the:latier was on privilege leave and Pandit J, P, 
Chaturve li, Museum Clerk, officiated for him, 


3. Finances—{A) The sanctioned Government grant for the 
year which amounted to Rs.6,724 was spent under various heads, 


- leaving an unspent balance of Rs.139-13-10 only. 


(B) Income from sale of Musewm publications 


Rs. a, 

(1) Mnoseum Handbook, 34 copies, at 12 annas each .., 25 8 

(2) Museum pieture post cards, 50 sets, at 8 annas eachset+25 0 
Total 50 8 - 


The amount realised as sale-procecds of the above publications, 
was eredited into the Government Treasuty under the head “Printing 
and Stationery, U, P., XLV— Aets and other book,” 


4. Acquisitions—Dnring the year 75 pieces (Museum Register 
nos, 2908 to 2982) were added to the Museum collection which consisted 
of,some exceptionally good and remarkable specimens of Mathura Art. 


5. Numismatic Section—Ninty-ei ght coins representing Punch 
Marked, Mauryan, Janapada, Indo-Greek and Kushana types, were 
secured for the museum from different sources, Of these two aro 
alloyed gold, twelve silver, and the rest copper coins, : 


6, Arrangement—The antiquities acquired during the year have 
all Been mounted on artistic wooden pedestals and those considered 
interesting from the iconographic point of view have bean brought to 
the exbibition gallery after being provided with proper labels both in 
English and Hind, In all 80 new mounts were prepared aad 133 dey 
labels were written both for stones and terracottas, 
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‘Four ornamental charts showing different vy pes of girdles, 
coilfures and head dresses worn by men and women in Kushana age 
were prepared aad ‘lisplayed in the galleries to illustrate the then 
exiating social life of the people as known feom Mathura soulptures, 

7. Cleaning and preservation—A large nomber of aoulptures 
and terrneottas, in addition to all the new arrivals, were chomieally 
cleaned and treated in the local Laboratory,.Besides, six sculptures aod 
four terracottas were subjected to paper pulp treatment for frecing 
them from salts, 

8. Photographie work—As uaual the rich and varied collection 
of Mathura antiquities avtracted the attention of various ssholars to 
whom their photographs were eupplied, 

A setof 15 photos of Mathura antiquities photographed by the 
Archaeological Survey of India, during the year, was presented to the 
Museum for whieli the Director General of Archaeology in India 
deserves best thanks of the Committee. ; 

0. Interpretation, Research and educational aetinities.— During 
the year the Curator rémained basy in properly studying the newly 
acquired! antiquities, He algo took up in hand the writing of Hint 
Guide Fook to the Museum and made substantin) progress with 
the work, | 

Besides this, the Curator contributed five articles to the leasing 
joornals avd periodicals dealing with art aud archaeology. He also 
delivered a wilk on the “History of Mathura as written on the 
goulptures’’ from the All-India Kadio, Lucknow Station. 

The students of the local Schools and colleges visited the Maseum 
as cénal-in large numbers and were taken round by the Ourator and the 
Museum Olerk. | 

Daring the Exhibition Week when o regular stream of visitors 
were pouring forth to see the Museum, several parties were also sucesss- 
fully conducted by Pandit J. P. Chaturvedi, the Mureum Clerk, 

10, Library—Twenty-four new books dealing with History and 
Archaeology were added to the Museum Library for reference, 

1], Musaum Building—The Museum and ite surroundings were 
kept meat and tidy throughout the year. 

During the period Government were pleased to sanction the 
appointment of a whole-time Mali, asa result of which much improve- 
ment was effected in the garden and lawng, To keep the lawns green 
the water-pipe line was extended 100 feet in length towards the south 
of the building. : 

» 12, Visiters—During the yoor the Musenm was visited by many 
distinguished persona, i ‘ 

19. Genaral—During the year the Curator was deputed to the 
Laboratory of the Arvhneolog eal Chewist im India, Dehra Dun, to 
receive practical traiaing in modern methods of scientifically preserv- 
ing Museum antiquities, 7 

Mr, Nagar haa to hia credit another year of davotud work for the 
improvement and development of the Musepm ; the Commitses desire 
to place on record their npprecintion of the work done by him as alsq 
their thanks for the deaft of this report, ~~, 
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Year 1942-43 


{. Mavaging Commsttee—During the year under report there 
was no change in the personnel of the Committee. @apt. R, Johnston, 
1.0.8, held the office of the Chairman, from April 1, 1942 to. Sep- 
tember 17, 1942, and Mr. F, A, Utting for the rest of the year, Mr. 
M.M. Nagar worked as Curator and Secretary for the whole of the 
year except from 11th to 3lst December, 1942, when he was away on 
privilége leave, 


Only one meeting of the Committee was held to pass the Annual 
Report and budget estimates of the Museum, 


2. Fanances—(A) The sanctioned Government grant for the year 
which amounted to Rs,7,122 was spent in full under various heads, 


a (B) Income from sale of Museum publications 
| Rs. a, 
(1) Museum Handbook, 21 copies at 12 annaseach.., 15 12 
(2) Museum picture postcards 37sets at 8annaseach 18 8 


Total reg ys 

The ssale-proceeds of the above were deposited in the Government, 
Treasury. 

3. Acquistlions—{A) Archasology—During the year under review- 
90 new antiquities (vide Museum Register nos. 2983 to 3073) were 
acquired and added to the Museum. They consist many important and 
unique pieces. 

A set of 43 antiquities was presented by Pandit Govind Qharan; 
Curio-Dealer and Museum Agent, which comprises many remarkable. 
specimens, | 

(B) Numismatics—In all 54 coins beloning to Maurya, Indo- 
Greek, Kusbana, Nagaand Rajputdynasties were purchased for the 
Museum Coin Cabinet. Ofthem one is gold, five billion and the 
rest copper coins, The ‘gold coin belongs to the Kushana Emperor 
Vasudeva while.ths billion coins comprise some good specimens of 
Adivaraha Bhoja and the Rajput king Anangapala, 


4, Arrangement—Of the antiquities acquired during the year 
the important ones were mounted on artistic wooden pedestals and 
broughtto the exhibition galleries after being=provided with proper 
labels in English and Hindustani, In all 40 new mounts Were prepared 
and 88 fresh labels were written both for stones and terracottas. 

The antiquities displayed in the two wall cases in the Hall were 
-re-arrauged more systematically. A new wall case was also installed 

in the gallery to display twenty-four important pieces of posh Gupta: 
art selected from the Museum godown. 
* 5. Oleaning and Preservation—Ninty new antiquities were 
cleaned and chemically treated in the Museum Laboratory. Besides 
four sculptures jand six terracottas were subjected to paper pulp. 
treatment, and about 200 coins were treated chemically, ; 
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6. Interpretation, Reseyroh and Education Activities—Darine 
the year the Cnrator kept himself engaged in proparly studying the 
interpreting the newly acquired antiquities, He also contributed some 
articles and broadcast talk onthe History of Mathura from Lucknow 
Radio Station, | 


Four fall size photo prints of the oraamental charts and one . 
the Kushana Brahmi ‘(Chart displayed in the Maseum were weeeunbed 2 
the Departmental Museum of the Banaras Hiadu University. 7 
~ ‘The loeal schools and colleges sent their students to the Mus 
as Uaual to seo the exhibits. Owing to political condition the imental r 
of visitors’ during the year was considerably small. 

7, Labrary—Besides various journals on i y 40 n oke 
were added to the Museum Rafercute Library. gps th alo 

8. Museum Building—During the year the Museum and ite sur- 
mNGuCIDRS vy Pris habia neat ae niean. Doatothe efforts of the 
whole time Malithe Afuseum gar nd Juwns « ch imor 
saaiva ahs ake garden and luwns were much improved 


t 


9. Visttorea—The Mathura Musenm attracted like i 
tec ore ia a8 : Tevious year 
a number of distinguished visitors from far and wide, Sree ORey 
10. General—Daring the year the Curator visited a on 
ee Sage thes | | umber 
of important sites in the district and collected soma valuable antinn:. 
ties for the Museum. aluable antiqui 
ss 


Year 1945.44 


1, Managing Committee—Duriog the year uader review the 
personnel of the Managing Committea remsined nochaoged, Mr. 
F.A,Uttiny, Collector held the office of the Chairman throughout 
the year, Mr, M. M. Nagar worked as Curator for the whole year 
except from 3rd to 30th August, 1943, when Pandit J. P. Chaturvedi 
officiated for him. 

Ope meeting of the Committea was held, 


2. Finance | | yer | id! 
aed 6 Kat Olver epem einai eee 
(EB) Jneome from sale of Musaum Publications 

r Ra a, 

(1) Museum Handbook, 61 copies at 12 annayeach .,, 45 12 

(2) Museum picture post cards, 104sets nt 8annas each 52 0 
Total -v~ 87 12 


= 


The amount realissd as sale-proceeds of the abov sone 
into the Government Treasury, Mathurs, he staal ore une crpcete 


3. dequisttion—(A) Archaeology—During the year 44 new anti- : 


quities (vide Museum Hegister nos, S074 to S117) were added 
the Musenm. They consists many interesting Sane sida be 
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(B) Numtsmatics—Daring the year 31 coins belonging to Indo 
Soptiaas, Kushanas and Nagas were purchased for the uascies 
“Cabinet. : 


4. Arrangemant—During the year 40 im tant antiquities wer 
mounted on wooden pedestala and exhibited it the eaharicn with Pee 
per labels io Hindi and English, During the year 50 ald labels wore 
replaced by new ones, 

5, Cleantag and préeservation—In the museum luboratory all the 
‘newly antiquities were cleaned and chemically treated, Fifty coins 
were aciantifically cleaned. | 


G. Heseareh and Rducational Activities—During the year the 
Curator contributed about six articles to the leading journals and 
periodicals. Has also delivered two lectures to Popularise the Museum 
ia the loeal public, 

7. Library—Besides various journals and periodicals. 15 
books were added to the Museum Library during the year. aad 


8, Musewm building—The : Museum and its surronodings were 
kept neat and tidy ond the gardens improved considerably. 
9. Visttors—The Musoum was graced by a number of distin- 
Quished visitors this year, The most important visitor was 1. E. Gene- 
ral Sir Auchinleck, C-in-C of India, 
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| Year 1944-45 
, : tee ng 
1, Manajing Oommittee—The term of the Committee of the | 
Museum having expired, iss was reconstituted for a further: period of 
three years with effect from April 1, 1944. Only one meeting Was 
held during the year. | 


2. Admintstration—Mr, F.A, Usting, Qolleotor, Mathura, held 
the otfies of the Chairman, from April 1 to September 19,°1944, Mr. 
A, A. Kidwai, from Saptember 20 to Ostobsr 14, 1944, and Mr, 
8,8, L. Dar, nos., for the rest of the year. Mr. M. M. Nagar, 
remained as Curator and Seoretary throughout the year except from 


=i tence} 29 to November 5, 1914, when Pandit J. P, Chaturvedi 
2 


ciated for him, 
3. Finaneea—(A) The Government grant for the year amount- 


ing to Re. 8,276 was apens under varioua heads as usual, : 

| (6) Sala of Museum Publications 

" * . Re. fy 
- (1) Maseum Handbook, 70 copies at'l2 annas each 62 8 
(2) Museunr picture post cards, 191 sets, at 8 annie each’ «665 «68 
“ Total ws B Q 

Sale-proceeds of the above were deposited into the Government 

‘Treasury. 
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4, _ Acquisitions—(A) Archaeology—During the year 97 new 
antiquities consisting of many iraportant and valuable objects (vide- 


Museum Register nos. 3118 to 9214) were added to the existing col- | 


tection, A set of 6 @ntiquities was acquired from Kuanwali Gali in the 


heart of the city while laying out the water-pipe line by the Munici— 


pal Board. A ercup of 42 sculptures since long in the possession 
of a local Chaubey was also purchased ont of the donation of Professor 
Dubricul of Pendichery. Towards the close of the year a set of 6 anti- 
quities diseovered at Dori Bazar, near Nabi Sahib Mosque, wasadded 


tothe Museum. These pieces were obtained duiing the sewer line 


digging operations there by the !ocal Municipal Board, 

(B) Numismatics--This year only 14 coins were added to the 
cabinet. Of them, 9 were purchased and 5 came as presents, 

#, Arrangement—Of the antiquities acquired during the year 
50 were mounted on wooden pedestals and exhibited in cases 
according to their chronological sequence, 

6. Cleaniny and Preservation—In the Museum Laboratory all 


the newly acquired antiquities were cleaned, Besides, 50 coins were 
also scientifically treated and cleaned, 


7. Keseareh and Educational Activities—During the year 
under report the Curator contributed six articles and delivered two 
lectures-regarding Mathura Art and Sculptures, a4 

8. Ltbrary—Besides various journals and periodicals on Indology 
19 new books were added to the Musenm Library. ss 

9, Museum Building—During the “year the Museum and its 


surroundings were kept entirely’ neat and tidy, and gardens were con-. 


siderably improyed. 


10, Visstors—During the year the Museum was visited by many: 


distinguished visitors including the new Director General of Archaeo- 
_ logy in India, Dr, R. E, Mortimer-Wheeler. AT 


Year 1945-46 


1, Managing Commitiee—The personnel of the Committee as- 


reconstituted jas year remained unchanged, but towards the close 
of the year the Superintendent, Government Gardens, Agra, was 
added to the Committee as au eg: officto member, and the Assisbant 
Superintendent, Central Asian Antiquities Museum. New Delhi, was 
also included in the Committee in place of the Superintendent, 
. Archaeological Survey, Northern Cirele, Agra, | 


Only one meeting of the Committee was held during the year, 

2, Administration—Mr, S. 8, L, Dar, 1.0.8, Collector, Mathura, 
held the office of the Chairman of the Committee throughout the 
_ year except a few days when it was held by Mr. R, P. Mathur, 

Deputy Collector, Mathura. | 

Mr, M. M. Nagar remained as. Curator and Secretary from 
April Ist, 1945 to January 25, 1946, except from April 8 to 
May 22, 1945, when he was on deputation to Pondicherry for 
frainingin Field Archaeology and uring which period Pandit J, P. 
Ohaturvedi officiated for; him. In} the month of January, 1946 


-” 
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Mr, Nagar was transferred to the Provincial Musenm, Lucknow, to 
work ag officiating Ourator there and was relieved by Pandit 
J.P. Chaturvedi, Since January 20, L046, Pandit Chaturvedi waa 
placed inoharge of the Musenm and acted as Cfhrator in addition to 
hia own dnties. | 


ae Finances —(A) Rependiture—The Government Grant for the 
year which amounted to Rs,16,24 was spent under yarious heals, 

(6B) Income—Sale- proceeds of the Museum Poblications, | 

| Rs.122-4 cost of 163 copigs of the Museum Handbook anél 
Rs.h2 price of 104eets of Museum picture post cards were 
realised and deposited into the Goverament Treasury as usual, 

4, Acquisitions—(A) Arehasology—During the year under 
review five antiquitica (Museum Ropister nos, 3215-A to 5218) were 
added to the Maseum collection. 

(B) Numisnatice— Daring the year 95 coins ware added to the 
Mazeum Coin Cabinet. 

5. Arrangement—During the year 70 anti nities were mounted 
or artistic wooden pedestals and were provided with proper Inbela 
in Hindi and English both, In addition to these, 116 old lables 
were replaced by new ones. 

The Medieval sou)ptures exhibited in Hexagonal Bay 4 of the 
Museum Hall were rearranged according to their loonography. 

6. Oleaning and Preservation—All the newly acquired anti- 
quities were treated in the Museum Laboratory before exhibition in 
the Central Hail | 

4. Reeearchand HEdnoational Activeties—Dnring the year the 
Curator contributed three articles to the journals, and prepared the 
Hindi Guide Book to the Museum. | 

8. Library—In the year 16 new books were added to the Mu- 
seuom Library, dealing with [odian Art, Religion, History and Ar- 
chacology. | 

9, Museum Building—The building and grounds Were main- 
tained in a neat and tidy condition through the year. Doring the 
year Government wus pleased to sanction a specist grant of Res, 
6.520 for earrying out the long-felt special repairs to the building, 
which were satisfactorily executed in ¢o-operstion with the Public 
Works Department. 

10. Visttora—The Museom as usaal attracted » large number 
of visitors from India and abroad during the year, 

The year ander report was singularly lucky as the Musenm 
was graced by the kind visit of Her Excellency Lady Wavell with 
her guest General Slr Archur Wanehope, Kx-Goveraor of Palestine 
on the Ist of February, 1946. They were taken round hy Pandit J. By | 


Chaturvedi, the then officiating Curator of the Museum and were’ 4 “2 


explained the most important, antiquities exhibited inthe Musenm, * 
They evinced admirable interest in the rare gems of the Kushana and 
Gnpta Arts so nicely exhibited inthe galleries and devoted their 
fall two houra’-time 10 seciag the whole Museum, The party was 
fully sitified with the work and behaviour of Panilit Chaturvedi, 
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Vear 1946-47 


1. Managing Committee—The personnel of the Committee as 
reconstituted for three years remained unchanged, 

One meeting of the Committee was held during the year to 
transact important business and 10 pass the Annnal Report and 
the Budget estimates, 

2. Administration—Mr. S. S. L. Dar, nes., held the effice 
of the Chairman from April to 20, August, 1946, Mr. T. N. Kaul, 
1¢0,8., from August 12, 1946 to February 7, 1947, and Mr, J, N. 
Singhal, P.o.s., for the rest of the year. 


Pandit J. P. Chaturvedi continned to work as officiating Curator 
in addition to his own duties till April 15, 1946, and was relieved 
by Mr. K. D. Bajpai, M.a., on April 16,1946, who éinee then worked, 
as Curator and Secretary throughout the vear, 


Considering the good services of the last seyvenieen years of 
SriJ. P, Chaturvedi, Musenm Clerk, the Government were pleased 
to promote him as Sub-Curator and. to sane, tion for hima special 
seale of pay, in G, O. no. A-1907/XV —763-45, datod August 26. 1946 

3. Finances—(A) Herpenditure—The Government grant for 
the year which amounted to Rs.9,821 was spent nader various heads 
leaving a balance of only Rs.33, ; 

(B) Income—(i) Sale of Museum Publications. 
| : Rs, fii, 
(a} Museum Handbook 85 copies ab 12 annas each 63 12 
(6) Museum picture post cards, 20 sets at 8 annas each 19 Q 
Total “73 12 

The amount realised as sale-proceeds of the abova ublicat; gl 
was credited into the Government Treasury andor the fad 
‘Printing and Stationery, U. P.—-XLV—<Acts and Books .” 


(11) Sale of Grass 


The grass in the Museum compound was sold by avat; 
Rs,35, This amcunt. was credited ‘Fike the  loeal eit 
Treasury under.the head ** Miscellaneous Department, U; Pax XXVI 
—Museum Receipts,” 7 

4. Acquisitions—(A) Archaeology—During the " 
report 42 aS cauauition (Museum Repister rio. aoe 6 9960) won. 
added tu the Museum Collection, which oonsiste! of ions 0 erp 
sculptures and inscriptions, : | e 


B) Numismatics—Fifteen coins were added to the oahin., 
of press were purchased for a total of Rs.297.5 iicladiag wie 
¢ of Rs.152-5 the balance from Professor Dubrieul’s dened Th 
‘", coins inelade one {gold) of Chandra Gupta IT, Aroha Tapes : e 
(gold) Kacha type; one (gold) coin of Huvishka with MAO on te 
' reverse (P. M.C. XVIII, no, 123) : five (Silver) punch-marked . he 
and seyen copper coins, | | | ; olns 
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5. Arrangement—During the year 45 antiquities were mounted 
on artistic wooden pedastels and provided with suitable labels, Fifty- 
four new labels were written and 38 old ones were renewed, 


-Gandhara and Nalanda sculptures were re-arranged in a wall show 
‘case. The selected pieces of inscribed bricks from Mora and Ganesra 
sites and pottery from different localities were exhibited in a separate 
_table case for the first time, , . a 

6. Cleaning and Preservatton—All the new antiquities - were 
cleaned in the Laboratory. Four sculptures were subjected to 
paper-pulp treatment. sake 

7. Research and Educational Aetivities—Being his first year 
the Curator, Mr, Bajpai remained busy in studying and making 
himself well acquainted with the vasb collection of ‘antiquities in the 
Museum. He contributed about 10 articles in the leading journals 
and periodicals, and delivered a talk on Mathura Art under -the aus- 
picies of the Braj Sahitya Mandals, Mathura. During the year photos 
of famous Mathura antiquities were supplied to the scholars and 
institutions as usual. In the last week of January an exhikition of 
historical objects was organised by the local Champa Agarwala College. 
The Museum took leading part in the Exhibition andin a corner 
some important museum articles were exhibited, which were highly 
appreciated by the teachers, students, and the outside visitors. 

8. Library—Besides the scientific Bulletins, Journals and Peric- 
dicals, 29 new bcoks dealing with Indian Art, History and Archaeo- 
logy were added to the Library. 


9, Museum Building and Gardens—The building, gardens and 
lawns were ‘maintained in a neat and tidy conditien. As specially 
suggested by Mr, M.S. Randhawa, 1,¢.8. some Kadamba ( Anthoce- 
phatus Indieus) plants were planted in the Museum compound and 
three red Asoka (Saraea Indica) plants were ordered from the 
Empress Botanical Gardens, Poona. ‘ 

10. Visitors—During the year Museum was visited by a large 
number of visitors from India and abroad, as usual, 

This year British Delegation consisting of Sir .Richard Winstead, 
Vice-Chairman, Royal Asiatie Society, Dr. K, de. B. Codrington, 
London University, and Mr. Basil Gray of British Musenm, came 
on behalf of the Royal Academy, London, to make the final selection 

_ of antiquities from this Museum for the proposed Exhibition of Indiau 
Art to be organised by the Royal Academy in the winter of 1947- 
48, ‘They selected 15 sculptures and 4 terracottas for the Exhibition. 


11. General—During the year the Curator was on tour for 10 
days. He visited the geveral sites in the district and acquired 24 
yieces In al! for the hea In the course of his deputation to 
Wagput and Patna he visited the famous Museum at Sanchi, Nagpur, 
Patna and Nalanda and the historical sites of Besnagar, Udaigiri, 
Sauchi, Gaya, Bodh-Gays and Rajgir, 

The curator prepared a comprehensive scheme for reorganisation 
of the Curzon Museum of Archaeology, Mathura, and submitted the 
same for consideration of the Museum Re-organisation Committce 
recently appointed by the U. P. Government. It is gratifying to 
note that the Sub-Committee constituted by the above Committee 


- 
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has been kind enough to accept this scheme with slight modifications, * 
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